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POI DIEN VOI CHU NGHIA THUC DUNG MY

Nguyén Tién Diing
Truong Dai hoc Khoa hoc, Dai hoc Hué, 77 Nguyén Hué, Hué, Viét Nam

Tém tat: Cht nghia thuc dung 1a dic san tinh than ctia nuéc My. Khong it nha nghién cttu da cho rang
chti nghia thuc dung 14 lich st thu gon ctia nuéc My tir khi phat hién ra chau My dén nhitng nam dau thé
ky XX.V6i nuéc My, chu nghia thuc dung 1a mot trong nhitng nhén t6 lam nén tinh cach My va van hoa
My. Véi th€ gidi, chu nghia thwe dung la mot trao luu triét hoc lén va mét phan mang cta van hod
phuwong Tay hién dai. Vi thé, d8i dién khach quan véi chti nghia thuc dung My 1a dam bao tinh khoa hoc

cho céc tiép can vé nguoi My, nude My va van hoa My.

Tt khéa: chu nghia thuwe dung, tinh cach My, van héa My

1. Mo dau
Chu nghia thyee dung ra doi tai Cdu lac bg siéu hinh hoc cua trieong Dai hoc Cambridge vao

nam 1872.Sy khéi sinh va phét trién ctia chti nghia thue dung gan lién véi tén tudi ctia Charles
Sander Peirce (1839-1914), Wiliam James (1842-1910) va John Dewey (1859-1952).

Chu nghia thuee dung “Hon mot thé ky nay nd luén luén duoc coi la tuong trung ly luan
vé tinh than va 18i sdng ctia dan toc My, cé triét gia tham chi cho rang, thuc t& né c6 ¥ nghia
tri€t hoc chuan qudc gia ciia My. S¢ di chu nghia thuwe dungcd dia vi quan trong nhu thé ¢ My,
boi 1€ né thé hién dac diém phat trién ctia cht nghia tu ban My va doi séng My ” [4.Tr 312]

Trong thoi gian chién tranh lanh (1945-1991), cac hoc gia X6 viét va cac nude xa hoi chu
nghia & Dong Au da khong thuc sy khéch quan khi dédnh gia chu nghia thue dung My. O Viét
Nam cting khong phai 1a biét 1é. Khong nhiing vay, & nudc ta con co tinh trang danh dong chu
nghia thyc dung My la mot trao luu triét hoc voi 16i song thue dung thong thuong lam mat di

nhitng y nghia khoa hoc chéan thic cia né.

Muc dich ctia bai viét nay la mudn giam thiéu cach nhin nhan nhw thé'vé chui nghia thuc
dung va hi¢u chinh mot s6 bai viét cua tac gia vé chu nghia thuwe dung My trong tinh hinh hién
nay. Bai b4o ciling la goi y khoa hoc cho viéc giang day triét hoc phuong Tay hién dai trong cac

treong Dai hoc Viét Nam.
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2. No¢idung

Charles Sander Peirce (1839-1914) khong thé tuong twong duoc r.%mg minh da dit nén
méng dé tao ra mot truong phai triét hoc cam sau vao dong chay nhan sinh My. Gan mot tram
ndm nay, nhitng nguyén tic co ban ctia chti nghia thuc dung da duoc da s8 nguoi My coi la tiéu
chuan suy nghi va hanh dong. Chu nghia thueec dung khong chi 1a truc trung tam cua vong xoay
gia tri My ma con 1a sikc ngng cua My hod (Americanisation) va lam ha nhiét nhiing gia tri truyén

thong van hoa ctia chau Au 6 nuéc My.

Tinh ddc ddo, cdi ban sic (identity) ciia moét trao luu triét hoc 1a do boi canh lich st quy
dinh. O d6 1a su thdng nhat bién chiing ctia diéu kién khach quan va nhén t8 chi quan. Chu
nghia thue dung la ddc san tinh than cta nuéc My, la san phdm duy nhat va chi ¢ thé 1a cta
nudc My trong mot t6 hop quan hé do hoan canh lich st, con nguoi, kinh t€, van hod cua nuée
My ttr 1492 (ndm Christopher Columbus phat hién ra chdu My) kéo dai dén tan nhing thap
nién dau cua thé ky XX.

2.1. Nhitng nhén t6 hinh thanh cht nghia thuc dung

2.1.1. Nuwéc My — Melting Pot!. Viéc phat hién ra chau My da khién cho nguoi ta phai vé lai
ban do thé gidi voi sw chém ché cia mot Tan thé’gidi. Sw xuat hién ctia Tan thé gidi da danh tan
nhitng nghi ngd vé moét vung dat chwa nhan dugc su mdc khdi cia Thién Chua.

Mién dit hita &y ngay 1ap tixc ¢a nhan dugc sy quan tam dic biét ctia chau Au tir hai phia.
Cac qudc gia cta luc dia gia vira thoat khoi “dém trueong Trung cd” budce vao thoi ky Phuc hung
v6i khat vong kham pha nhiing tuyén duong méi trén bién d€ mo rong bién thuy. Vi thé, qua
trinh Au hod Tan thé gidi nhu 1a mot tat yéu d€ khai thac nhiing tinh luc nguyén sinh ctia viing
dat moi nay.

Trong khi d6, mot bo phan cwe dan chau Au hudng vé chau My véi mong mudn duoc dao
hoén danh phén ctia minh. Nhitng cu dan chau Au dau tién dit chan 1én nuéc My tir budi
hoang so la nguwoi Tay Ban nha. N6i theo budc chan nguwoi Tay Ban Nha la nguoi Phap, nguoi
Ha Lan, nguwoi Thuy Dién va sau cung la nguoi Anh. Du thanh phan xudéng thuyén dat ao ra di
cua nhitng nguoi di dan la khac nhau, nhung ho déu chung mot muc tiéu cao nhat la kinh té.
Xép sau d6 la “tranh sw dan ap ton giao, tranh cac cudc khung bd hodc dan ap chinh tri trong
nudc”. Do vay, xudng thuyén la chap nhan, 1a pho thac than phan cua minh cho Thién Chta dé
hudng vé Tiéng goi noi hoang di. Noi &y khong danh cho nhitng nguoi yéu bong via va thiéu ban
linh.

"Melting — pot c6 nghia 1a noi ma di dan nhiéu noi kéo vé tu lai, hay 1a diém cudi ciing ma cac hudng di dan kéo dén
dinh. Melting- pot con c6 nghia 1a ndi ham nhir. Dédn “tir chiéng” tu lai trong cai ndi 4y dugc ninh nhir dé ra mot
ching loai duy nhat: Nguoi My.Hop ching Quéc Hoa kp ciing tir d6 ma ra
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Nhitng ngwoi di dan khong chi ¢é mdu liéu ma con goi theo ca kho tang gia tri ban dia khi
dén mién qué mdi vi nguoi ta khong thé song thi€éu nhitng gid tri tinh than. Tuy nhién, [é thdi
ctt d6 khong thé phat huy trong khong gian méi.2

Alexis de Tocqueville (1805-1859), tac gia ctia Nén ddn tri Mj (Democracy in America)
titng c6 mdt khang dinh dang lwu y réng cho dén thap nién ndm muoi cta thé ky XIX, nudc My

van chua ¢ triét hoc riéng ctia minh.

Su ra doi cta chu nghia thwee dung My, khong phai ngay mot ngay hai, ma la ca mot qua
trinh tich tu lwgng triét hoc mdy trdm nam dé€ tao budc nhay tao cho sw ra doi chdt moi cua triét
hoc. Béi thé] suy tw triét hoc dwoc bdi ditp bang do ldu ctia thoi gian. Sy xudt hién ctia cac triét gia bao
gio cling chung s6 phan voéi sy phat trién cua mot xa hdi va 1a biéu trung cho nhiing gi tinh tuy
nhét ctia dat nudc, cta dan toc dé6 ma né nay sinh: “Cic triét gia khong phdi nhitng ciy nidm moc
trén dat. Ho la san phdm cia thoi dai minh, ciia din tGc minh, ma nhitng tinh lyc tinh tuy nhat, quy gid

nhdt va khé nhin thidy nhat da dweoc suy tw trong cic khdi niém triét hoc” [2.tr 156]

2.1.2. Quy luat phat phét trién cho thdy d€ c6 nhitng gid tri méi thi phai thiét lap hé
chuén mai. Chinh vi thé€ ma W. James quan niém cht nghia thuc dung My la mét cdi tén méi cho

nhirng cich tw duy cii (Pragmatism: A new name for old ways of thinking).?

Néu nguoi ta da ting vinh danh Socrates (469-399), nguoi da kéo triét hoc tir chin tang
troi vé véi con nguoi ¢ trén mat dat thi cht nghia thwe dung mudn triét hoc phai dwgc chiét
xudt ra tir kinh nghiém sinh ton ctia con nguoi. Hay triét hoc 1a kinh nghiém, khong gi khac hon
la kinh nghiém triét d€. Béi thé nha thue dung cho réng triét hoc thoi ky can dai 1a mét di san
qua ndng vé tinh han 1am nén thiéu tinh linh hoat trong hién thuc. D6 1a thit triét hoc ma cac
nha triét hoc co thé giai quyét nhitng van dé trén may khi ho dang sdng nho nhitng gia tri chan
thuc tir mat dat. Vi thé, chu nghia thue dung khong nhat thiét phai sa vao nhiing van dé co tinh
nhi nguyén, cac van dé ma triét hoc truyén théng xem trong. Tuy vay, khong nén cho réng cha

nghia thue dung phu dinh sach tron gia tri triét hoc can dai.*

Soi vao chu nghia thwc dung, nguoi ta dé dang tim thay hinh béng cta céc triét gia coi
trong kinh nghiém (chu nghia kinh nghiém) va cdc triét gia dé cao ly tinh (cht nghia duy ly)
lam d6i trong cho sy vuon vuot cta chu nghia thye dung nhu R. Descartes (1596-1650), F.
Bacon (1561-1626), B. Spinoza (1632-1677), J. Locke (1632-1704), G.Berkeley (1683-1753),
D.Hume (1711-1776), I.Kant (1724-1804), J. S. Mill (1805-1873); G. Boole (1815-1864), F. Nietzsche
(1844-1900)...

2Nguyé~n Thai Yén Huong (2005), Lién bang My: Pdc diém xa hgi — Van hod, Nxb VH- TT, Ha Néi. Tr 99

3Pragmatism: a new name for old ways of thinking, 1a mot tic pham ciia W. James, Phat hanh 1an dau 1907

4 V6i chit nghia thyc dung moi cai déu 1a chan 1y khi n6 chua sai (W. James). Chéng han Ptolemy (100- 170) cho trai
dét 1a trung tdm va mit troi xoay xung quanh trai dat. Quan diém do6 1a dung, 1a chin Iy cho dén khi Copernicus
(1473- 1543) dua ra thuyét Nhat tim
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2.1.3. Sy ra doi va phat trién cua mot trao luu triét hoc khong thé tach roi véi cac thanh

tiru ctia khoa hoc tye nhién dwong dai.

Thé'ky XIX la thoi ky phdt trién djt bién cia khoa hoc tw nhién.Thuyét tién hoa ctia Darwin da
ndi lén nhw ngon co dinh huéng. Nhitng thanh twu cua khoa hoc tu nhién da lam thay d6i khoi
luong kién thitc chuyén sau trong cac nganh hoa hoc, ly hoc, sinh hoc, dia chat hoc, tam ly
hoc...Ban than nhitng nguoi sang 1ap ra chu nghia thuc dung My phén 16n la nha khoa hoc tw
nhién va am tuong vé nhiéu linh vuic. Ching han, C.S. Peirce 1a tic gia ctia nhigu trudc tac ly
hoc, héa hoc, s6 hoc, 16 gic; W. James khong chi la tién sy y khoa ma con uyén tham vé tam ly

hoc, sinh ly hoc & trinh d6 Giado s Pai hoc...

2.2. Nhitng nha thyc dung khai son, pha thach

2.2.1.Trudc hét, can phai khang dinh rang C.S. Peirce la nguoi dit gach xay méng chu
nghia thuc dung My nhung chi ding lai & mong mudén khoi sinh ra mét ly thuyét lam giam
thiéu di su xa léch gitta ly luén va hiéu qua thuc tién ctia nd trong doi séng con nguoi. Chui
khong phai mot hoc thuyét vé hanh dong va hau qua thuec tién nhu quan niém ctia W. James.“Y
nghia chu yéu cua triét hoc Peirce chinh la 6ng da vuot qua ctia mo hinh tw duy triét hoc ct.[
4.tr 316] Bang chiing 1a 6ng mudn d8i tir Pragmatism thanhPragmaticim. Nghia la tir chii nghia
thwe dung sang chii nghia thiec hi¢u. Theo dng, Pragmaticim 1a mot thuat ngt xau xi nén sé khong

bi nguoi ta bop méo, xuyén tac.

Déau an thue dung cua Peirce thé hién & Lam thé'nao dé'tw twong cliachiing ta tré nén ro rang
(How to Make Our Ideas clear) va Xdc dinh niém tin (The Fixation of Belief). Nhitng nha nghién
ctru da tim thdy duong dan ly luan thue dung ctia Peirce: “Néu nguoi ta cd thé' dinh nghia mét cich
chinh xdc tdt cd nhitng hién twong thwe nghiém c6 thé hiéu dwoc ma sw xic nhin hay phii nhin khdi
niém c6 thé'am chi, thi nguoi ta sé cé mgt dinh nghia diy du vé khdi niém (If one can define accurately
all the conceivable experimental phenomena which the affirmation or denial of concept could

imply, one will have a complete definition of the concept).

So di d6 la dwong Link ly luan thye dung cua Peirce vi dng da ly giai nhu thé nao la mot
khai niém (concept), mot tw twong (idea) rd rang. Khai niém r6 rang la mot khai niém dwoc dinh

nghia mot cdch chinh xdc, hiéu mét cich didy di va cé thé’ thwe nghigm.

Ttr d6, Peirce phé phan tu twong hoai nghi ctia R. Descartes, ngon co ctia chtt nghia duy
ly, 1a san pham ctia ly tinh, thiéu tinh thyec tién. N6i cdch khdc, hoai nghi ctia R. Descartes 1a san
pham cta hoai nghi sé lai sinh ra cac hoai nghi khac. Vi thé, kho ¢6 théla tw twong rd rang (idea
clear), 1a phwong phap dinh hudng cho xac 1ap niém tin.”Cot 16i niém tin la sy hinh thanh théi
quen va nhiing niém tin khac nhau dugc phan biét biang cac cach hanh dong ma nhiing niém
tin d6 goi ra. Néu cac niém tin khong khac biét nhau va chiing khong giam bét sy hoai nghi dé
bang cach san sinh cing quy luat hanh dong thi sy khac biét don thuan vé phuong dién y thiic
cua ching c6 thé khién chting thanh niém tin khac nhau”.
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Peirce cho r%ng viéc xdc dinh niém tin 1a stt ménh cua triét hoc. Vi thé, xac dinh niém tin
1a chét cua triét hoc. O dau c6 sy xac dinh niém tin va niém tin &y mang lai hau qua thuc tién thi
0 d6 co triét hoc va nguoc lai. V6i dng, niém tin = théi quen hay niém tin chinh la théi quen (vi
niém tin sé dan dén hinh thanh théi quen). Su xudt hién tinh trang hut hgmg vé niém tin 1a do
con nguoi thiéu kinh nghiém thuc t€ d€ doi pho va hoat dong c6 hiéu qua trong moi truong
m&i, hay digu kién maéi. (Vi con nguodi chua cé théi quen). Ong da khoi mao cho dong chay kinh
nghiém ca nhan. Theo Peirce, d€ xac 1ap niém tin (niém tin ¢6 dung khong) phai dua vao hai

tiéu chi 1a niém tin dy c6 dan dén hanh dong va cé tao ra két qua nhu mong cho hay khong.

Nhiéu nguoi cho rang 1y luan ctia Peirce khong cé tinh hé théng nén nhiing y tuéng ctia
ong nhiéu khi chong chéo 1én nhau, nhung xét dén cung phuong phap xac lap niém tin chinh la

cai 16i cta ly luan thue dung ctia 6ng.

2.2.2. Vé vi tri cia W. James trong chu nghia thuc dung My, éng ¢ vi thé trung tam.W.
James dd khoi hanh 1y luan ctia minh bat dau su thirc dung ngdn tir. Ngon ngit ong dung khong
bay budm, triru tuongs ma dé hiéu (hiéu qua) nén c6 stic htt véi doc gia. Chang han, nhitng
khai niém y nghia, hiéu qua ctia Peirce da duoc 6ng dién dat bang ngdn tir dai chiing nhw “loi

7II

nhudn” (profit), “gid tri tién mdt” (cashvalue), “két qua” (results)...

W. James cho rf“ing ly luan thuc dung cta Peirce chua dat téi mot siéu hinh hoc méi (néi
dtng ra thi méi manh nha) vi quan niém cta Peirce vé kinh nghiém chwa dat téi chu nghia kinh

nghiém va cang chwa cham t6i chti nghia kinh nghiém triét dé.

Goi la chu nghia kinh nghiém triét d€ (hay ly luan vé siéu hinh hoc méi) vi triét hoc chi
nghién cttu ban than kinh nghiém, khong chdp nhdn bédt ct nhan t6 nao khong duoc kinh

nghiém kiém chiing va nguoc lai.

Theo 0ng, chu nghia kinh nghiém triét d€ la nén tang cua mot siéu hinh hoc mdi, nhung
ong lai e ngai chu nghia thiee dung ctia 6ng sé trueot vao vét xe truyén thong chi 1a cach thic di
tim chan ly. Boi thé 6ng khang dinh: chii nghia thuc dung khong dai dién cho bét cie két qud ddic biét
nao. Chit nghia thyc dung chi la m@t phwong phdp xdc dinh thii d¢ phwong hwong thu nhin két qua
thuee té; la mot phwong cich hanh dong. Vi vdy, no ciing la cich gidi thich qud trinh san sinh ra chin ly.

Khong it nha Hoa Ky hoc da cho rang W. James la nha nhan bin (Peirce l1a nha luan 1y) vi
ong da xay dung chu nghia thuc dung thanh mot phuong phap phd quat, ¢6 thé xoa bo mau
thuan ddi 1ap d€ di dén tiéng néi chung, duy tri loi ich ctia moi ngudi ma khong xét dén anh la

5 C6 mot ong tudng luyen bén cung va phat ndo tén ciia ong ciing tring hong tam. Ong ty déc véi ba ban diu phung
dung xem: Ba thiy t6i bin gioi khong? Ba ban diu tra 10i: Gi6i gi ching qua 1a théi quen. Ong xem t6i rot dau
qua 16 ddng tién khong ra ngoai mot giot. Co khac gi 6ng bén cung

8 Nguoi My thuong dj tng voi su dai dong, triru twong. D6 1 mot trong nhiing tinh cach ciia nguoi M§. Xem Giao
Iwu vin hoé qudc té (1990), Vin hod My va tinh cdch ciia nguoi My, Nxb Khoa hoc X hoi — Vién thong tin khoa
hoc Xa hoi, Ha noi
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ai (Vi déu la két qua ctamelting pot). Phuong phap d6 giong nhuw hanh lang chung ctia mét
khach san. Moi nguoi dén cac phong va roi khoi cac phong déu phai can dén né.Nha triét hoc
Anh F.C.S. Schiller(1864-1937) xem quan niém nay la nhan vin nén da dé nghi déi chu nghia
thwec dung la cht nghia nhan ban.

Tinh wu trdi va doc ddo trong cht nghia thiec dung cia W. James la quan niém ctia 6ng

vé chan ly voi c6t 16i: chén ly 1a gia tri dwoc xac 1ap trong kiChan ly la cu thé.

2.2.3.]. Dewey (1859-1952) la ng6i sao sang trén bau troi hoc thuat nwéc My nhiing thap
nién dau cta thé ky XX,nguoi c¢é biét danh la “nha thwc dung cia chii nghia tw do trigt dé¢”. S& di
ong co biét danh dé vi 6ng biét khoi ddy hai gia tri ma nguoi My tran trong nhat la tw do va din

chi tir cac quan diém ctia chu nghia thuc dung.

Chu nghia thuc dung Dewey da nang tam va hé thdng hod chu nghia thuc dung.La nha
gido duc, nha tdm ly hoc, nha dao duic hoc, 6ng da van dung triét d€ chu nghia thuc dung vao
cac linh vuc d6. Quan niém thuc dung cta 6ng la su b6 sung va ti€p ndi tw tuong thuwe dung

cua C.S. Peirce va W. James.

Trén co s& chu nghia kinh nghiém trigt dé¢’ctia W. James, Dewey da xay dung ly luén vé chu
nghia kinh nghiém ty nhién (hay chu nghia ty nhién kinh nghiém).Diém tuong dong gitta chu
nghia kinh nghiém triét d€ cia W. James va cht nghia kinh nghiém ty nhién cta J. Dewey la ¢
chd 1a ca hai déu hudng t6i khac phuc tu tuong nhi nguyén trong triét hoc bang viéc xem kinh
nghiém la nén tang cua siéu hinh hoc mdi. Tuy vay, do chiu anh hudng tir thuyét tién hoa cua
Darwin nén chu nghia kinh nghiém tw nhién cta J. Dewey nghiéng vé giai thich co ché va y
nghia ctia loai cht nghia kinh nghiém nay. Theo dng, sy sinh t6n ctia con nguoi la qua trinh
thich nghi cta co thé véi moi truong. D6 la su lién thong gitta con nguoi va moi treong. Kinh
nghiém la thir dwgc tao ra tlt qué trinh lién thong d6. Kinh nghiém 1a cai tao nén su gan két gitta
co thé va mdi treong (cha thé va ddi tuwong) thanh mot chinh thé, thanh mét dong chay lién tuc
do su tiép noi khong ngiing nghi ctia m6i quan hé gitta co thé va moi truong. D6 ciing chinh la
cai lam nén gia tri (y nghia) ctia mét kinh nghiém. “Thwéc do gid tri cia mét kinh nghiém lai

ndm & viéc nhan ra cdc moi quan hé hodc tinh lién tuc ma kinh nghiém nhim téi ”. [ 11.tr 170]

Kinh nghiém khong phai la tht & bén ngoai ty nhién (nhu quan niém cua triét hoc truyén
théng) ma la cdi khoi sinh tir tw nhién, 1a cai dwoc 16i ra (c6 nguoi goi la dwoc kéo ra) tir bén trong
te nhién. Vi thé, kinh nghiém la con duong lién tuc la di sau vao trong long tw nhién. Tinh lién
tuc (d€ tao thanh kinh nghiém méi) thong qua quan hé twong ho co thé véi moi treong da vuot
lén trén dong y thitc cia W. James. Dong y thitc cia W. James la cdi nhin cta tam ly hoc, kinh
nghiém thuan tuy, la hién tuwong tinh than. Con kinh nghiém ctia J. Dewey la co ché quy dinh
hoat dong ctia con nguoi véi moi truong (doi song, thue tién); do vay, né la két qua cua hanh

dong, ndi dung hon kinh nghiém khong gi khdc hon la mot qud trinh hoat dong.

10
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Nhin vao triét hoc cua J. Dewey thi quan niém kinh nghiém la mét qua trinh hoat djng la
nguyén tac co ban cta triét hoc. Tlr nguyén tic nay, J. Dewey dé xuat khong goi triét hoc ctia

ong la thuc dung ma goi 1a Triét hoc hanh dong, triét hoc thec tién, triét hoc doi song.

Tk quan niém kinh nghigm la mot qud trinh hoat dong, Dewey di dén két luan: tu tudng,
quan niém, ly luan chi 1a nhitng cong cu. Hiéu qua va gia tri ctia bt ¢t cong cu nao khong nam
0 chinh n6 ma tuy thudc vao viéc két qua dé c6é mang lai thanh cong hay thoa man cho doi
twgng hay khong. Nhu vay, chu nghia thuc dung = chu nghia cong cu va két qua tac ddng cua
cac cong cu (sy tao ra hiéu quattrcac cong cu dé la nguyén nhan thanh cong ctia hanh dong) la

tiéu chuén cua chan ly.

bén J. Dewey, hanh trinh kién tao mot triét hoc méi da dinh hinh va da duoc thuc t&
nghiém sinh. Chu nghia thuc dung da tro thanh mot khudn mat triét hoc méi cta thé gidi.
William McKinley (1843-1901),Tong thdng tht 25 cua nwdc My, khi noéi vé sy khac biét gitra
nguoi Anh va nguoi My da cho rang nguoi Anh 1a ngudi lam nhiing gi da ting lam, nguoi My
la nguoi lam nhitng gi ho chua bao gid lam 1a mudn &m chi rang nguodi Anh 1a bao thu. Nguoi
My la sang tao nang dong. Su hinh thanh cha nghia thwc dung nhu la mgt minh ching cho

nhan xét nay.
2.3. Nhitng nguyén ly khdi sinh ctaa chu nghia thuc dung My
Peter A. Angeles da chi ra 6 diém cdn ban ctia cht nghia thuc dung;:

1.Kién thitc bat ngudn tir kinh nghiém, phirong phép thtr nghiém va nd luc thuc t&. Cha
nghia thuc dung phé phan suy doan siéu hinh trong qua trinh tim kiém chén ly.

2. Kién thitc phai duoc sit dung d€ giai quyét cac van dé cua cac cong viéc thuc té, hang
ngay; d€ gitp thich tng véi moi truong ctia ching ta. Suy nghi phai gan lién véi thuc tién va
hanh dong.

3. Céc y tudng phai duoc xem xét dén cac hau qua cua chang (két qud, sir dung) vi tinh
chan that va y nghia ctia chung. Cac y tuong 1a cac con duong dan téi hanh dong tich cuc va téi
tao sang tao kinh nghiém c6 xem xét va diéu chinh theo kinh nghiém méi.

4. Chan ly 1a cdi c6 gia tri thuc tién trong kinh nghiém song cua chiing ta. N6 dong vai trd
la mot cong cu, hodc phuong tién, (a) d€ dat dwgc cac muc tiéu cua ching ta va (b) trong kha

nang cua chung ta d€ du bao va lap ké hoach cho twong lai d€ chung ta st dung.

5. Chan ly la thay d6i, v dinh va c6 tinh chat tiém can.
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6. Y nghia ctia mot y twong (I thuyét, khdi niém, niém tin) ciing giéng nhw (a) nhitng cach
stt dung thuec t& ma y tudng d6 c thé dit ra va (b) nhitng hau qua thuc t& bat nguén tir né [ 9.tr
238",

Truwdc hét, can khing dinh Peter A. Angeles da chi tiét hod tw twdng ctia chti nghia thuc
dung nhung van dam bao tinh kha tin vé mat khoa hoc. Tuy vay, néu quy vé cac nguyeén ly
khoi sinh 8cta hé thdng thi ¢6 hai nguyén ly chinh: (1) kinh nghiém c4 nhéan 1a khoi nguén cua
moi hanh viva (2) nhan thitc ciia con nguoi. N6i cach khéc, kinh nghiém ca nhan la nhan t& dan
d4t hoat dong sinh ton cta con nguoi.Tht hai, hau qua thuc t€ 1a gia tri cao nhat ciia mot hé

théng triét hoc. Gid tri dy ¢d tinh chét dinh lwgng va c6 thé nghiém sinh.?

V6i hai nguyén ly khoi sinh nay, chu nghia thiec dung My da hoan thanh viéc loc bo
quan diém nhi nguyén trong triét hoc. Tuy vay, Every bean has its black.®°Chu nghia thwe dung
khi vuot 1én da lam roi tudt ca mot truyén thong triét hoc. Vi thé, khong thé dé dang cho rang
chu nghia thuc dung la mot budc nhay dot bién vé chat cua triét hoc v6i quan niém triét hoc la
hé thong quan diém chung nhét vé thé gidi quan va nhan sinh quan ma chi nén dung lai chu
nghia thuc dung 1a mét triét hoc ki€u méi ctia nwéc My. Va ciing phai nhé rang ngay nhiing
nha tién phong sang lap ra chu nghia thwe dung ciing khong phai mot khoi thong nhat trong
quan niém vé thyce dung. Vi thé, nhitng thao luan khoa hoc vé chu nghia thye dung, véi tw cach

la trao luu triét hoc chwa thé dimg lai.

2.4. Anh huéng caa chii nghia thue dung & My va thé gioi

Chu nghia thuc dung ra doi da cham daét thoi ky nuwde My thiéu triét hoc cua minh va

cting chdm dit ludn su thong tri cua van hoa chau Au d6i véi nude My. Nguoi ta cho rang dia

’Nguyén van la :"1. Knowledge is Derived from experience, experimental methods, and practical efforts.
Pragmatism is critical of metaphysical speculation in arriving at truth

2. Knowlege must be used to solve the problems of everyday, practical affairs; to help adapt to our
environment. Thinking must relate to practice and action.

3.ideas must be referred to their consequences (results, uses) for their truth and meaning. Ideas are guides
to positive action and to the creative reconstruction of experience in confronting and adjusting to new
experiences.

4. truth is that which has practical value in our experience of life. It serves as an instrument, or mean, (a) in
the attainment of our goals and (b) in our ability to predict and arrange the future for our use.

5.truth is changing, tentative and asymptotic.
6. The meaning of an idea (Theory, concept, belief) is the same as (a) the practical uses to which that idea
may be put and (b) the practical consquences stemming from it”

STrudc day tac gid goi 1a nhitng nguyén 1y truc.

® Nghiém sinh 13 nghiing kinh nghiém c6 dugc do qua trinh sinh ton dwa lai. Mot trong nhiing khai niém cta chu
nghia hién sinh

"R héng cé cai gi 14 hoan hao ca,
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vi cia nudc My ngay nay moét phan la ¢d cdng ctia chu nghia thuc dung. No6i nhw vay ciing
khong 6 gi phai hiéu dinh. K. Marx da chi ronhitng gia trj tinh than c6 sttc manh riéng cua no,

nhét 1a khi né tham nhép vao quan ching

Sau John Dewey, thoat nhin chu nghia thue dung My duong nhw c6 sw ditng yén tai chd
vé mat ly luan. Thuc ra, chti nghia thue dung van duoc t &m 6 cac nude cho co hdi tai xuat véi
s két hop méi. DS chinh la giao thoa d€ phat trién. Leopoldo Zea, nha triét hoc Mexico da
khéng dinh: “Nhiing triét hoc ddc thit nay tro thanh phd bién khi chiing nhan thtic duoc triét
hoc khac va la nhitng tht triét hoc khéac c6 thé nhan thiee dwoc” [ 1.tr 30]. O My, chtu nghia thuec
dung da ngdm va thdm trong doi song; vi vay, mat ly ludn chwa can bo tac (d6 cing chinh la sw

vin dung quan diém cia chii nghia thyc dung).

Co thé noi, ngay nay chu nghia thuc dung My hién hitu trong moi ngd ngach cua quan
hé nhan sinh va van hod My. Nhiing linh vuc chti nghia thuc dung tham nhép sau sac va dua
lai nhiing hau qua thuc t& ¢ thé' nhin thiy (gido duc, luat phap, ngoai giao...) cho dén nhing linh
vue kho thdy (quan su, qudc phong)...

Noi t6i gia tri My, cac nha nghién ctru thuong dan ba gia tri co ban 1a E PluribusUnum (tix

rat nhiéu, mot), In God we trust (Chung ta tin vao Chua) va Liberty (Tu do).

E Pluribus Unum la ddc diém hinh thanh cu dan My, la tén goi khac ctia Melting pot.In God
we trust la siec manh ctia Chaa, cua tén gido. Nudc My la nude cta Chua.'Liberty 1a két qua cua
E Pluribus Unum va In God we trust cong huwong mang lai. Sg anh huwdng cua chu nghia thuc
dung ddi véi cac gid tri My chinh 1a & chd 1a cho cong dan My théi quen (niém tin) va phuong
thirc hanh dong d€ duy tri va phat trién nhitng gia dy, 1ap thanh 16i song My va tinh cach My
thé hién trong chu nghia cd nhan My va con nguoi tw 1ap than (Self made man). Tuy vay, can
phai khang dinh rang gia tri My 1a gia trj dwoc tao ra & My va hién dién & My. Nén gia tri d6
khong c6 tinh toan cau va khong phai nudc nao ciing can hudng toi gia tri do'2

Khong chi vdy ving trong nudc, chi nghia thuc dung da nhanh chéng chuyén tai st
manh My ra khoi bién gi¢i My. Su anh hudng cua chu nghia thwe dung My 1énthé gidi chu yéu
thé hién duwdi cac hinh thitc: sw xam nhdp ctia chi nghia thuc dung vé mat hoc thuat, qua 161
s6ng va van hoa My. Nguoi ta ndi rang chti nghia thuc dung cdy vao cac nude bat dau tir phim

anh cao b6i mién Tay va vi ngot c6 ga cua Coca cola. Chu nghia thwe dung xuét hién & Anh,

! Trong mot bai didn thuyét Tong thong Trump da khang dinh y nghia va gia tri ctialn God we trust “Nudc My luén
la manh dat cia nhitng gidc mo boz vi My la quoc gia ciia nhing tm d6 chan chinh. Khi nhitng nguoi hanh huong
dirng chan tai Pylamouth, ho dé cau nguyén. Khi cac nha ldp quéc viét Ban tuyén ngén Péc ldp ho dd cau khdn
Sdng Thé Chii bon lan. Béi vi mede My khéng t6n tho chinh phil, chiing ta tén the Thwong Pé. P6 la Iy do vi sao
trén déng tién ciia ching ta tir hdo tuyén b6 rang “CHUNG TA TIN VAO THUQNG BE” va dé la Iy do tai sao
chiing ta tw hao tuyén bo rang ching ta la mét quoc gia bén dudi Thiwong Dé cia minh.” [https://www.dkn.tv/giao-
duc/hoc- tieng- anh/bai-dien-thuyet-truyen-cam-hung-manh-me-cua-tong-thong-trump-dung-bao- -gio- bo cuoc.html]
Mot Qubc vuong A Rap di noi : “chiing ta nhdp khdu ky thudt My nhung khéng nhdp khdu 16i séng My”. Hay
Steve Jobs (1955-201): “Dirng dé am thanh ciia nhitng quan diém khéc lan at di giong néi bén trong ciia ban”
(Don’t let the noise of others opinions' drown out your own inner voice)
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Phap, Ao, Dtec, Y, Trung Qudc... Ngay nay, & My va trén thé gidi, chti nghia thue dung da c6
thé hé th hai véi cac tén tudi nhu Susan Haack (1945), Jurgen Habermas (1929), Richard
Berstein (1932), va Cheryl Misak (1961).

Vao nhitng thap nién dau caa thé ky XXI, thé€ gidi da chiing kién s 1oi sinh manh mé cua
chu nghia thuc dung & My, Dttc, Nga... cung v6i nhitng toan tinh ctia chti nghia dan toc. Ngwoi
khoi mao la Tong thong My Donal Trump khi 6ng chta xuéng Nuéc My la trén hét. Chu nghia
thuc dung da 1én ngdi cac quan hé kinh t&€ ma cudc chién thuwong mai My — Trung la mét vi du
dién hinh.

Tl 1954 dén 1975, 6 mién Nam Viét Nam c6 cht nghia hién sinh, cht nghia thwe dung va
phan tam hoc. Do bdi canh lich st tac ddng, chu nghia thwe dung bi xép vao cira dwéi so véi chu
nghia hién sinh va phan tam hoc vé mtc d¢ pham vi pho bién. Chu nghia thwe dung hién dién
trén sach vo, hoc thuat la chu yéu trong khi chu nghia hién sinh, phan tdm hoc khong dimng ¢

d¢6 da tro thanh phong cach sdng ctia mot by phén thanh nién va tri thitc mién Nam trude 1975.

Ngay nay, nuéc My da tro thanh d6i tdc quan trong cua Viét Nam.Nwéc My di la ban’s.
Nguoi Viét Nam biét nuwde My khong chi ¢d cha nghia thuc dung ma nudc My c6 mét nén van
hod phong pht, da dang. Nguoi Viét Nam ciing biét nedc My van cé nhiéu cai khong My (dep),
nhung nguoi Viét ciing biét rd ¢c6 mdt nuwdc My la siéu cuong vé kinh t€ va ¢b nén khoa hoc

phat trién nhat thé gidi.

3. Kétluan

Ngay nay, cht nghia thwe dung My dd la mét thanh t6 cua van hod My va chu nghia thue
dungda co su lan toa va tham nhap hau hét cac chau luc. Vi thé, trong chitng muc nao do, chu

nghia thuc dung My la hinh anh dai dién cua nudc My trén thé gidi.

Chu nghia thue dung My 1la mot 16i ré so véi triét hoc truyén thong vi xem trong (néu
khong mudn néi 1a tuyét doi) vai tro cta kinh nghiém trong doi séng thuec tién, trong nhan thic
cta con nguoi. Kinh nghiém theo cht nghia thuc dung la thudc tinh wu trdi ctia con nguoi.
Kinh nghiém &y chinh 1a tri thitc thuc té' nén phai tao tra nhitng hau qua thuc tién c6 thé kiém
chttng b.:;mg cam nhan hién sinh.Vi vay, dinh leong quan trong hon dinh tinh. Y nghia ctia kinh

nghiém do két qua dinh lwong mang lai.

Chu nghia thye dung My thuc sw c6 y nghia khi n6 la mét phwong phép dé€ nang cao

hiéu qua thuc tién trong hoat dong ctia con nguoi. Vé mit nay, chu nghia thue dung cé nét vu

13 Xem: Nguyén Tién Diing (2016 ,Chir tdm gid tri cao nhdt ciia van hod, TC Thong tin Khoa hoc X3, s6 8 tr 13-20 .
Tac gia viét khi Téng théng Hoa ky Obama sang thim Viét Nam. Va hém nay( 27/2/2019) khi chung t6i chuin
bi khép lai bai viét nay thi Ha Noi, Tha d6 ctia nude Cong Hoa Xa Hoi Chi Nghia Viét Nam, 14 noi dién ra hoi
nghi thuong dinh My- Tridu giira Téng théng My Donal Trump va Lanh dao tdi cao Triéu Tién Kim Yong Un
bat dau
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viét, nhung khi tuyét d6i hod méat nay thi hiéu qua da boc 16 tinh siéu hinh.D€ phat trién thi

phai phu dinh, nhung d6 phai la pht dinh bién chitng.

Nhén xét vé mot truong phai triét hoc bao gio cling la mot cong viéc kho khan va la két

qua nhan thitc cia mot qua trinh. Vi vay, khi danh gid khoa hoc vé cha nghia thuee dung, mot

triét hoc day nang dong ctia nguoi My thi khong thé goéi lai trong mot cong trinh khoa hoc nho

bé nhu thé nay.
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REVISITING AMERICAN PRAGMATISM
Nguyen Tien Dung

University of Sciences, Hue University, 77 Nguyen Hue St., Hue, Vietnam

Abstract. It can be said that pragmatism is a spiritual specialty of the United States of America. Many
researchers argue that pragmatism is a miniature of the American history from the day of America’s
discovery to the early years of the 20th century. For America, pragmatism is one of the factors making up
America’s identity and culture. For the world, pragmatism is a large philosophical movement and a
domain of Western modern culture. Therefore, objectively revisiting pragmatism is to ensure the scientific

validity of approaches to Americans, America, and American culture.

Keywords: pragmatism, America value, American cuture
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